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Date & Time: Immediately after pfizes
Location: . Observatory Student Pub
Address: On Algonquin Campus
Parking: No need to move your car !+

Site: http://www.algonquinsa.com/ob.aspx

*Please drive responsibly! We are happy to call you a cab ©
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Overview

Requirements for “Forms”
Microsoft-provided “Forms" Alternatives
Third-party “Forms” Alternatives

Demos

Discussion, Q&A
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April 2023... " The Future

* SharePoint Server 2013 - On-Premise
— Fully supported until April 2023

 Office 356: SharePoint Online — “Cloud”
“InfoPath Forms Services in Office 365 will be
supported until further notice ...”

e Source:
— http://blogs.office.com/2014/01/31/update-on-infopath-and-sharepoint-forms/
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http://blogs.office.com/2014/01/31/update-on-infopath-and-sharepoint-forms/
http://blogs.office.com/2014/01/31/update-on-infopath-and-sharepoint-forms/

9 Years... In “IT-time” ...

» " Smart Phones'

= . June 2007 ... 7 years = " lablets’

= . April 2010 ... 4 years

= “ShareFoint
= isonly 13 years old anyways ...

= . 9years ago would mean ... SPS 2003 ...



Historical Perspective...




Historical Perspective...
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Historical Perspective...
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Historical Perspective...




Historical Perspective...

« Captaris... « K2.net...
— OpenText Workflow Server...

e Metastorm... » WorkflowGen...
— QOpenText MBPM...

* Ascentn... .

— AgilePoint...



http://www.opentext.com/what-we-do/products/opentext-product-offerings-catalog/opentext-workflow-server,-.net-edition
http://www.opentext.com/what-we-do/products/business-process-management/alternative-process-solutions/opentext-mbpm
http://agilepoint.com/

Requirements for “Forms'




Requirements for “Forms"

" Fasy-to-use' Form Designer... " Onire/Qffire...
SharePoint Property Promotion... - F||¢Atta§hmenrs...
Multiple Data Sources and/or Destinations... " DigtalSignatures...

= Emall..
Data A tion...
At ggrgga or _ _ = \ersioning...
Master-Child Data Relationships... Mera
= Merging...

Repeating Data Sections... »  Export/ Conversion...

Layout Templates... = Calaulated Values...
Views... = ogic/Rules Engine...
Web “Fillable" ... = Programmabillty...

— ... across modern & popular browser applications...
.. without the use of browser or operating system specific plug-ins or “Apps"...

Cross-platform “/iller’, online/offline, " Apps” for various operating system platforms...
= je. Windows XE 7, 8.x, Windows Phone 8.x, Android, MacQS, iOS, Linux ...
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Microsoft-provided “Forms" Alternatives




SharePoint “List Forms"

* Pros

— Everyone has it....

« Con’s
— Master-Child Data Relationships....
— Data Aggregation....
— Logic / Rules Engine...
— Office Web Applications...
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SharePoint “List Forms'
.. SharePoint Designer ...

o .. "Used-to-have" a tairly nice web

WYSIWYG design interface ...
— ... prior to 2013 ...




Word “Fillable Forms"

* Pros

— Everyone has it....

« Con’s
— Master-Child Data Relationships....
— Data Aggregation....
— Logic / Rules Engine...
— Office Web Applications...
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Excel “Fillable Forms'

* Pros
— Everyone has it....

e Con’s
— Lists vs Libraries...

— Programmability...



Excel Surveys

* Pros
— Everyone has it ...

« Con’s
— Only available in....
e Office 365 : SharePoint Online
— OneDrive for Business
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Access

* Pros
— Strong form designer... “The one to watch”...
» ..“insider super-secret info” ...

« Con’s
— “Your” IT Department will inherently *DESPISE* (and therefore DENY)

Microsoft Access to everyone (including your “Information Worker” BA / ITPro
people) thanks to historical issues ...

— Styling...
— Programmability...
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Portable Document Format
(.PDF) "Fillable Forms"

* Pros
— Filler software freely available — and possibly built-in for every major operating
system platform... (i.e. Windows 8/8.1, iOS, etc.)

« Con’s
— Design tools;
e Adobe Acrobat XI Professional
* Libre/OpenOffice (*hint* find a “PortableApp” version)
+—Mierosoft\Werd

— SharePoint “Property Promotion” will require either third-party or custom-built
solutions....

* PDF Share Forms
— http://www.pdfshareforms.com/
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http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobatpro.html
http://www.libreoffice.org/
https://www.openoffice.org/

Open XML Paper Specification
(OPXS, XPS)

* Pros
— Open standard, supported on Windows platforms... (for now?...)

« Con’s
— Does not currently have a fillable forms component...
* May be possible via embedding XML/HTML within generated OPXS files...

ECMA 388

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open XML Paper Specification
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ECMA 388
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_XML_Paper_Specification

HTMLS / €S53/ Javascript

* Pros
— Limited only by your “imagination”
e ... *cough™ and your chosen client web browser(s) capabilities...
... *hack, cough, hack* and your HTML(5) / CSS(3) / JavaScript skills...

— In *theory™ it is possible to replicate “offline” InfoPath capabilities...

* Con’s
— Design tools....
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http://www.html5rocks.com/en/features/offline

"Project Siena’

* Pros
— Simple, fast — design-focused tooling to rapidly create data-connected “Apps” for
Windows 8.1 ...

— Design directly within a “App” ...

e Con’s
— “Research” & Beta ...
— Programmability ...

— Windows 8.1 “Apps” only...
— Windows Phone 8.1 not included ® ...

http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/projectsiena/

Ottawa Saturday Calgary — 22 NOV 2014


http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/projectsiena/

Windows App Studio

* Pros
— Simple, fast — design-focused tooling to rapidly create data-
connected “Apps” for Windows 8.1....

— Windows Phone 8.1 “Apps” included!

« Con’s
— Windows 8.1 “Apps” only...
— Requires Visual Studio...

https://appstudio.windows.com/
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https://appstudio.windows.com/

Visual Studio

* Pros
— LightSwitch
— “Apps” for Office, SharePoint, Windows

» Con’s
— “Name”... try convincing management (and “Your” IT department) to

purchase licenses for your “Information Worker” personnel in the
following job positions/titles/roles;

* Business Analyst, Solution Designer, Power User, Site Owner,
SharePoint Administrator, SharePoint Specialist

* |T Pro’s / Support / Office Specialists

— Encourages “programming” ... *shudder* ...

HORROR
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http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-US/vstudio/ff796201
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/jj620920.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/jj969618.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/windows/apps/br211384.aspx

Third-party “Forms” Alternatives



Third-Party
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KWizCom

QOdabra - FormsViewer

Nintex Forms

SPForm

Forms/

Emgage Turbo

Claysys - AppForms

Dell/Quest "Quick Apps'

K2 SmartForms

AgilePoint (Workflow Forms)

Formotus Forms



http://www.kwizcom.com/sharepoint-add-ons/sharepoint-list-forms-extensions-feature/overview/
http://www.qdabra.com/en/press/Newsletter/QdabraNewsletter201409.htm
http://www.nintex.com/en-US/Products/Pages/NintexForms.aspx
http://spform.com/
http://forms7.codeplex.com/
https://www.emgage.com/
http://www.claysys.com/Pages/Product.aspx
http://www.claysys.com/Pages/Product.aspx
http://www.k2.com/platform_forms.aspx
http://agilepoint.com/products/agilepoint-for-sharepoint/
http://www.formotus.com/




Resources

o /nfoPath

— Qdabra Software
* FormsQuo — eForms Resources

* HIMLS5

— reFORMed

— Formoid

— WebFormGenerator
— WUFOO

— formsite

— FormAssembly
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http://formsquo.com/
http://www.reformedapp.com/
http://formoid.com/
http://www.webformgenerator.eu/webformgenerator.php
http://www.wufoo.com/
http://www.formsite.com/
http://www.formassembly.com/

Discussion, Q&A

{Something to say?}



